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ANDROGYNOUS

RUNNER

Queen's University, Kingston, OntarioPRIVATE 

History 297

Sport, Culture and Society in 

Twentieth-Century North America

Professor Geoffrey S. Smith 

Autumn Term -- 2002  Walter Light 205 -- M 2:30 Th 4tc  \l 1 "Winter Term -- 1999"
Course Description: Far from revealing a frivolous "Sunday of Life," the study of modern North American sport provides an important means to assess and appreciate ways in which athletic endeavour on myriad levels both mirrors and affects the societies and cultures in which they are embedded.  History 297 seeks to analyze sport within a dynamic historical framework.  The course seeks to provide students several ways to understand the nature and measure the significance of sporting activity--elite and professional, popular and amateur, and within the crucial analytical constructs of cultural studies--race, gender, economics, and politics.  The course focuses upon the evolution of sport within the United States, with pertinent comparisons to Canadian developments. 

This task is more daunting than it first appears, as few authorities agree on a definition of "sport".  Hence, while employing history as a necessary framework, we need to open ourselves to many disciplines--economics, religion, sociology, psychology, religion, politics, literature, media studies, philosophy--in short, most of the subject areas that comprise the social sciences and humanities.  In recent years, it has become clear that we need to know something of biology and chemistry as well.  

Course Mechanics: History 297 is a lecture course that will meet twice weekly during the autumn term.  Lectures, readings and films are listed below.  Most of the readings are on reserve in (as of this writing) Stauffer Library, and some of the books are for sale at the Campus Bookstore.  The professor may add a few readings to the basic list during the term.  There will be some "bear pit" sessions on Friday afternoons with the professor, as well as a few more films,  venues TBA.  My office hours are Fridays, 1:30-3:30 in Rm 215 PEC,  and by appointment. My e-mail is smithgs@post.queensu.ca. The web page/site for my courses, and other information may be found @ http://post.queensu.ca/~smithgs and (under construction) www.geoffsmith.org  Suggestions are welcome for both.

Marks (Karl, Groucho, and your. . .):  


Grades for History 297 will be computed as follows:


Take-Home midterm (essay) due Thursday Nov. 7, at beginning of class 
50%

     
Final Examination (to be announced)     




50% 

             Extra-Points  (up to 5 --  surprise!!!)

 

Schedule of Lectures:   SPORT—AN OVERVIEW                               

September 9/12:
Introduction to Sport: Definitions, Theory, Sources, Questions, "Change"

September 16/19
Colonial and National North America: Constraints and Innovations--1607-1850        

September 23/26:
Modern Sport Emerges, 1865-1910: The Urban-Industrial-Immigrant Crucible

September 30:
From a Producer Culture to a Consumer Culture: Four Baseball Archetypes--Comiskey, Spalding, McGraw, and Cobb

October 3:                     Film:  "Eight Men Out"

October 7:                     Film:  From Ken Burns Series:  "Baseball"

October 10:                   From the Black Sox Scandal to The Babe and the "Golden Age of  Sport"

October 17:
Aftermath: From the 1920s to the Advent of Television and Mass Spectatorship 

SPECIFIC PROBLEMS IN SPORT

October 21/24:
Sport and Politics: The Olympics and the Cold War

Oct. 28/31:
Sport and Race: From Jack Johnson to Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali, and to Michael and Tiger (Not to Mention Jackie Joyner-Kersee)

November 4/7:
Sport and Gender: Women as "Weaker" Sex? Phooey!  The Masculine Myth



(NB: Take-Home Midterm Essay Due at Beginning of
                                                                  Class on  Thursday, November 7)

November 11/14: 
Sport and Economics: To Super Salaries, Strikes, and Lockouts 
November 18/21:         Sport and the Body: Varieties of Self-Abuse and the Abuse of Others

November 25/28:
The Decline of Sport and the Glory/Shame of the NCAA-- What's Left?

FINAL EXAMINATION--TBA
Readings for the Course:

September 9/12:
Steven Riess, Major Problems in American Sport, pp. vii-ix, 1-20


Allen Guttmann, A Whole New Ball Game, pp. ix-22.


Jean Harvey and Hart Cantelon, eds., Not Just a Game, pp. 1-32.


Geoff Smith, “O.J. Simpson:  A Man for all Reasons” (reserve only)



Michael Specter, "The Long Ride" [Lance Armstrong] -- (reserve only)


Nick Hornby, "We Are the World" [World Cup Soccer] -- (reserve only)


David Remnick, "The Moralist" [Lennox Lewis and Boxing] -- (reserve only)

September 16/19:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 21-81.


Guttmann, Ball Game, pp. 23-50

      
Peter Levine, ed., American Sport: A Documentary History, pp. 1-52 (reserve only)

                
Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 33-67

September 23/26:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 82-168.



Donald Mrozek, Sport and American Mentality, 1880-1910 (reserve only). 

    
Levine, American Sport, pp. 53-95 (reserve only)

       
Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, same as previous week

September 30/

October 3:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 169-204


Charles C. Alexander, Ty Cobb (reserve only)

 
Guttmann, Ball Game, pp. 51-81

October 7/10:
Film:
"Eight Men Out"

                                      
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 205-238. 


Warren Susman, "Culture Heroes: Ford, Barton, and Ruth" from Culture as History -- (reserve only)

             
Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 69-87   

October 17:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 309-337

 
Levine, American Sport, pp. 143-159 (reserve only)

             
Geoff Smith, Subverting Sport, passim. (reserve only)

   
Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 89-139

October 21/24:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 278-308, 370-399


Arnold Rampersad, Jackie Robinson: A Biography


William J. Baker, Jesse Owens: An American Life   (reserve only)


Levine, American Sport, pp. 122-142 (reserve only)


Guttmann, Ball Game, pp. 119-138


Darcy Frey, "The Last Shot" (reserve only)


Joe Jares, "Violent Return to a Troubled Past"  -- (reserve only) 


Smith, Subverting Sport, passim. (reserve only)

November 4/7:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 239-277, 338-369. 


Levine, American Sport, pp. 160-194 (reserve only) 

    
Guttmann, Ball Game, pp. 155-182




Bruce Kidd, "Sports and Masculinity" (reserve only) 



only)  



Bill Gilbert, "Competition" (reserve only)

 
Lucia Nixon, "Rituals and Power" (reserve only) 
 


Kristin Bell Smith, "Making Sport of Gender" (reserve only)


Kate Barker, "Courtly Ideals" (reserve only)


Dick Schaap, "The Death of an Athlete" (reserve only)


Alan Dundes, "Into the End Zone for a Touchdown" (reserve only)


Alan Dundes, "The American Game of Smear the Queer" (reserve only)  

 
Time, "Football as Erotic Ritual" (reserve only)

 
Brian Pronger, "The Unspoken Sexuality of Sport" (reserve only)

 
Pat Jordan, "It's Unladylike to be a DWG" (reserve only)

             
Larry Colton, "Goat Brothers" (reserve only)


Smith, Subverting Sport, passim. (reserve only)


Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 195-211.

November 11/14:
Riess, Major Problems, pp. 400-434.


Paul D. Staudohar and James Mangan, eds., The Business of Professional Sports (reserve only)


David Halberstam, The Breaks of the Game (reserve only)  

            
Smith Subverting Sport, passim. (reserve only)

          
David Guterson, "Moneyball" (reserve only)

            
Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 141-157, 177-194.


Allan Barra, “How the 49ers Beat the Salary Cap,” (reserve only)

November 18/21:
Smith, Subverting Sport, passim. -- (reserve only)

               
Sandy Padwe, "Drugs in Sport" -- (reserve only)

               
William Oscar Johnson, "Sports and Suds" (reserve only)


Geoff Smith, “What We Can Learn From Magic Johnson” (reserve only)


November 25/28:
Randy Roberts and James Olson, Winning Is the Only Thing

Harvey and Cantelon, Not Just a Game, pp. 243-307

             
Harper's Forum, "Sports: How Dirty a Game?" (reserve only)

         
Alan Richmond, "The Death of Sportswriting" (reserve only)                   


Steve Rushin, "1954-1994: How We Got Here" (reserve only)

   
Rick Telander, "Something Must Be Done" (reserve only)

   
Smith, Subverting Sport, passim. -- (reserve only)


Robert Lipsyte, “The Emasculation of Sports” (reserve only).



  ******************************


TAKE-HOME MIDTERM ESSAY


******************************

Your midterm examination is a take-home essay.  It begins NOW!  You may/should begin work immediately.  The only thing you have to take home is this set of instructions and your curiosity and diligence.  The subject of the midterm will be a critical book review, focusing either on Varda Burstyn, The Rites of Men: Manhood, Politics and the Culture of Sport (1999), a trenchant analysis of masculine pathologies in sport and beyond, or Walter LaFeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism (1999, rev. ed. 2002), a brilliant critique of the international cultural implications of corporate and athletic celebrity, made more pertinent by events of 9/11 and afterwards.  The new edition of LaFeber on Jordan is just published, so most likely it will be unavailable in time.  The instructor will place several Xerox copies of material from the new edition on reserve, when available, under LaFeber, "New Jordan".    

The take-home essay: Limit of 1500 words (roughly six pages), typed, with endnotes and bibliography--everything double-spaced.  Use MLA Guide for footnote and bibliography form.  Two copies, with name, student number, and copy nos. one and two noted on essay copies.  Due at beginning of class,  Thursday, November 7.  You should confer with the TAs for the course and/or myself in  preparing and completing your papers: more on this in class.  My major rule when writing a short paper is focus, focus, focus!
The subject: A focused (yes) essay analyzing and critiquing one of these books.  You should show familiarity with the book, its argument(s) and the questions its author raises.  Feel free, where pertinent, to comment on related aspects of historical and contemporary sport, through subjects, categories and approaches covered in the course.  You may use materials from the course and from your own serendipity and ingenuity (no term paper banks, please--I know them all--and no papers handed in from earlier years for History 297 or for other current courses.  See note at end of assignment re: academic regulations).  During the course of your essay (best placed in the conclusion?), you should also make clear your own position on questions that you raise. 

Key points to remember in researching, organizing, and writing essay: (1) Author's argument(s)   (2) Your focused argument (3) Evidence in building your argument(s) (4) Linkages across culture

and time to related materials that illuminate your points (5) a reasonable number of good sources (6) and good writing.

THE "BEST ESSAY," AS DETERMINED BY THE PROFESSOR AND THE READERS IN THE COURSE, WILL RECEIVE $50.00 CDN. (WE WISH IT COULD BE $105 MILLION (U.S.), IN KEEPING WITH RECENT STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY PEOPLE LIKE PITCHER KEVIN BROWN (WHO?), UGH, AMONG OTHERS, INCLUDING A-ROD'S CHEWING GUM ON E-BAY), AND A HARD-COVER SURPRISE SPORTS BOOK, SIGNED BY THE PROFESSOR.

Important sources: course texts (bibliographies and notes); Journal of Sport History; International Journal of the Sociology of Sport, Journal of Popular Culture; American Quarterly; New York Times Index (ref); Robert J. Higgs, ed., Sports: A Reference Guide (ref); Sports Illustrated; New York Times Sunday sport section; America: History and Life (ref. on CD Rom); Reviews in American History; Internet (please cite path in your bibliographies so that prof can visit too!); Inter-Library Loan (start early); and Prof. Smith, who never tires of talking sport. (Please become familiar, as a prophylactic measure, with the rules of plagiarism and other regulations as set down by Queen's University. See pp. 445-49 in the current Arts and Science Calendar, 2002/3). 
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